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What is a bond referendum? 
A bond referendum (vote) gives a public school district the ability to sell bonds to 
borrow money. It is similar to the way a homeowner uses a loan for necessary 
household improvements such as replacing a roof or upgrading the kitchen. Using a 
bond referendum also gives the district access to state aid – the state pays a portion of 
the costs. 
 
Why is this a good time for a bond referendum? 
A bond referendum is a fiscally responsible way to fund much needed improvements to 
the district’s facilities. If voters approve the bond on April 20th, the district will receive 
up to 40% in state aid to help fund the proposed projects. The district has the capital 
reserve funds to pay off its share of the short-term bond, so coupled with the state aid, 
there would be NO IMPACT on local taxes. Essentially, the district would be receiving a 
40% discount – nearly $400,000 – on the total costs of the projects. 
 
Can the East Amwell School District use its capital reserve to pay for the projects, 
rather than hold a bond referendum? 
Yes, the district could fund the proposed projects, which total $989,500, through 
current capital reserves. However, the district must receive voter approval through a 
referendum to receive up to 40% (nearly $400,000) in state aid. If the projects are 
funded through only the district’s Capital Reserve Account, the district will not qualify 
for state aid and will pay 100% of the costs. The Board of Education is implementing a 
financial strategy that would benefit the district and the East Amwell community. 
 
What will be the tax impact? 
If voters approve the referendum on April 20th, there would be NO TAX IMPACT.  
 

What are the estimated total costs of the projects proposed in the referendum? 
The estimated total costs of the improvements included in the referendum are 
$989,500.  
 
What projects are included in the bond referendum? 
The building needs included in the proposal were identified after a thorough review of 
our facilities. The projects include: 
 

 Installation of a permanent reliable emergency generator to protect building 
equipment and enable the district to avoid disruptions from the frequent 
outages to which our rural community is vulnerable. The generator would 



support the electronics on which the teachers and students rely, and also would 
maintain the water supply throughout the entire building and refrigeration in the 
kitchen to keep food from spoiling. 

 Abatement of encapsulated asbestos from the crawlspaces in the east wing of 
the school building. Although it poses no risk to students and staff, the most 
proactive step is to remove the asbestos before it could cause an issue. The 
location of the asbestos could drive-up costs if emergency repairs are needed for 
utilities or other systems contained within those crawlspaces. 

 Installation of new windows in the 1938 wing of the school would create a more 
energy-efficient building. The old windows in the fourth- and fifth-grade 
classrooms cause significant drafts; replacing them not only makes the rooms 
more comfortable for students and staff, but also would decrease energy costs. 

 
Why does the district need an emergency generator? 
East Amwell is a rural community and is vulnerable to power outages. Although portable 
back-up generators are used currently, a permanent emergency generator would avoid 
disruptions to all areas of the school and equipment. A permanent emergency generator 
would keep the electronics that teachers and students rely on powered-up, and also 
would maintain the water supply throughout the entire building and refrigeration in the 
kitchen to keep food from spoiling. 
 
The district has proposed abating asbestos in the crawlspaces under the floors. Is this 
asbestos a danger to students/staff? If it isn’t, why remove it now? 
The asbestos is encapsulated in the crawlspace between the floors in the 1938 wing of 
the building. Because it is encapsulated, it does not pose a danger to students or staff. 
However, if emergency repairs would be needed for utilities or other systems, the 
asbestos might need to be disturbed, which would create significant costs because extra 
steps would be necessary to manage the work that would need to be completed. From a 
cost and safety perspective, the most proactive approach is to remove the asbestos 
before it causes an issue. 
 
If the bond is approved on April 20th, when will the work begin? 
If the bond is voter-approved on April 20th, the work on the projects outlined in the 
referendum will begin in the summer of 2021. 
 
I think am already registered to vote. Can I vote on April 20th?  
Anyone who is registered to vote with an East Amwell address can participate in the 
April 20 bond referendum to benefit our children, our schools and our community. If 
you’re not sure if you are registered, or which address is associated with your 
registration, find out by entering basic information at 
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml 
 

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml


 
I don’t know if I am registered in East Amwell? How do I find out? 
If you’re not sure if you are registered, or which address is associated with your 
registration, find out by entering basic information at 
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml 
 
 
How do I register to vote? 
You can register to vote by going to the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office 
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/countyclerk.htm and selecting an option for either 
English or Spanish under “Election Forms”. Just print and complete the form and return 
it to the clerk’s office before Tuesday, March 30th. The form must be in the clerk’s office 
by that date. With mail delivery running slower, please complete and mail the form as 
soon as possible so it meets the March 30th deadline. 
 
Can I vote by mail? How do I sign up for that? 
Yes, you can vote by mail. It is possible that if you voted by mail in a recent election, and 
your address is still the same, you may receive a Vote By Mail ballot without taking any 
further action; look for the ballot in your mailbox around April 1.  
 
You can guarantee you’ll receive a Vote By Mail ballot by submitting an application. 
Forms are available on the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office  
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/countyclerk.htm 
 A mailed request for a Vote By Mail ballot must be received a week before the vote, 
and returned/postmarked by the date of the vote to be valid. Mail delivery has been 
slower, so request a Vote By Mail ballot and mark your choices and return as soon as 
possible so it meets the deadline.  
 
What happens if I show up to vote on April 20th and I am turned away? 
If you show up at the poll but are told you cannot vote there because you are registered 
to vote by mail – or for any other reason – ask for a provisional ballot. Using a 
provisional ballot ensures your vote still counts. Provisional ballots have made an impact 
in recent bond referenda in New Jersey. 
 
What are the important dates I should remember? 
Key Dates to Remember: 
 

 Voter registration/update your registration with an East Amwell address – 
completed form must be received by the county clerk’s office by Tuesday, March 
30.  

 Vote By Mail – send your application for a ballot by April 1st, to be sure it is 
received in the County Clerk’s office by April 13th. Ballots must be 
returned/postmarked by April 20. 

 Vote in Person – go to the polls on Tuesday, April 20th. 

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/countyclerk.htm
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/countyclerk.htm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Fstate%2Felections%2Fvote-provisional-ballot.shtml&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF52EbP1xXpIVVSRXtyRzCSOnpx4A


 
Mail delivery has slowed down in the last year, if mailing applications or ballots, please 
do so as soon as possible so you do not miss the deadlines.  
 


